NICK & KELSEY

Hello, we are Nick and Kelsey!
Thank you for taking the time to peek into our lives and learn a little bit about
our story. We believe everything happens for a reason and that everything we
have experienced together in our marriage, has led us to adoption.
Both of our extended families are made up of adopted family members and
we feel that your child joining our family through adoption would be a

tremendous gift.

Our journey to parenthood has been a complicated path.
By coincidence, we discovered that we are both carriers of a genetic disease.
Although we are healthy, there is a signiﬁcant chance that our biological children
would have a genetic disease. Given the risk and potential health complications,
we decided to pursue parenthood through adoption.

Please know that we have the utmost respect and compassion for you
throughout your journey and admiration for your decision. We can promise
that if chosen, we will raise your child with the utmost love and kindness and
provide a safe, loving environment.

We appreciate your consideration.

OUR STORY
We live in Missouri with our adorable dogs,
Pickles and Lilly-Mae.

Pickles

We have been married for ten years,
together for twelve,
and have been proud dog parents for eight.

Our story began when met in high school sociology class, although we never actually dated
until after high school. We started dating in 2011. Nick was home on leave from the Army and I
was at home from college and collegiate soccer, recovering from extensive surgery. Having both
lived away from home after graduating high school, it was by sheer coincidence (or we like to
think fate) that we were both back home at the same time and that we reconnected.

Nick visited me at home while I
was

recovering.

grabbing

fast

food

We

began

(something

that Nick missed the most from
home) going to movies together,
and talking for hours. By the end
of Nick’s Army leave, we were very
sad for our time together to end.
We began ofﬁcially dating before
Nick deployed to Afghanistan and
we

never looked back.

The ﬁrst year of our relationship was spent apart while
Nick was overseas. We feel that going through that
experience pulled us closer together. We mutually
agreed that we had spent enough time apart and it was
time to get married. When Nick returned from overseas
for Rest and Recuperation (R&R) he surprised me with a
beautiful ring. We had a small, winter-themed wedding
with family and friends in my family church, followed by
a larger reception.
A few days after the wedding, we moved to Fairbanks,
Alaska while Nick completed his enlistment. After his
service ended, we moved back to Missouri so I could
ﬁnish my college degree and Nick could begin college
using the G.I. bill earned from his military service.

Lilly-Mae

During college, Nick worked his way through school by
managing a Boys & Girls Club. While working there, Nick
realized how much he loved working with kids and
decided to pursue a teaching degree.

After both graduating college, we relocated to a different area in Missouri where I started working
as a marketing professional and Nick got his ﬁrst teaching job. Today, Nick is still working for the
same school as a history teacher and head soccer coach and I work from home managing my
marketing business. Two years ago, we also started a youth soccer club for kids in our community.
Nick is the Club director and I handle the club marketing and help communicate with parents.

HOBBIES
We are low-key and family-oriented.
Most weekends you will ﬁnd us relaxing at home watching movies,
cooking and grilling, walking our dogs, or sitting on our porch drinking
coffee in the mornings.

We love to visit Kelsey’s parents’ 40-acre ranch to ﬁsh, ride horses, ride
4-wheelers, and hang out with family. As often as we can, we take
weekend trips to explore new places, go hiking, and enjoy the outdoors.

We enjoy camping, going to the local rivers and
lakes in our area and we enjoy canoeing & kayaking.

This summer we actually
bought kayaks! We have
had several opportunities
to take trips to visit scenic
places. We have been to
New

York

City

to

visit

family, Key West, Florida
for a vacation, and Mesa,
Arizona

to

visit

Nick’s

mom. We hope to be able
to share experiences like
this with our future child.

& LIFESTYLE

!
S
T
PE
We have two dogs, a miniature
Australian Shepard named Lilly-Mae
and an Australian Shepard/Australian
Cattle dog cross named Pickles.

Pickles and Lilly-Mae are friendly and gentle around
our friend’s children and our cousin’s children.

Lilly- Mae

has a very goofy and silly personality !

You can often ﬁnd her sleeping upside down or burrowed somewhere in a blanket
(she seriously l ove s making blanket forts) .

Pickles

is more playful and she enjoys playing ball.

They both like to be in the backyard, to take naps, and they love
going on walks and hiking.
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FUN FACTS

We both share a love for

soccer

and we both played for our high school teams

and premier clubs. Kelsey also played collegiate soccer!
Soccer is still a big part of our lives today.

We spent the beginning of our marriage living in and exploring Fairbanks, Alaska.

Denali National Park

was the most scenic trip we took in Alaska!

We lived less than a mile from a State Park in college
and we went

hiking

several times per week.

Our dogs knew the trails by heart.

FAMILY VALUES
Continual Personal and Spiritual Growth
Kindness and Respect for Others
Education
Individuality and Self-Expression
Open-Mindedness
Creativity
Honesty
Integrity
Responsibility
Gratitude
Work Ethic
Self-Compassion and Body Positivity

ABOUT NICK
as told by Kelsey
What I love about Nick is that he is the type of person that has contagiously

positive

energy. You can see the positive energy pass on to those he interacts with. By the end of the
conversation, the other person is smiling or laughing. Usually, if they are his students or
athletes, they are laughing at one of his witty comments or his

infamous dad jokes.

Nick’s

military service

definitely shaped some of who
he is, but he has a foundation
of character and integrity that
Nick is a U.S. combat veteran that served as a rifleman with Delta Company 52nd Infantry Regiment.
He was deployed to Panjwai district (Kandahar province) of Afghanistan in 2011.

He is a very humble, selfless, and compassionate person with an
authentic passion for helping others. He works as a history
teacher and the head coach for the men’s and women’s high

He is truly loved by the parents,
co-workers, and youth in our community. Kids ranging
school soccer teams.

from our youth soccer club players to his high school students
and soccer players come up to him whenever we are out eating
or grocery shopping. He is the kind of person that loves to join a
quick game when he passes his students in the hall and they ask
him to play kickball in their P.E. class. He is never too busy to
have fun and bond with his students or athletes. As a coach, he
values character development and strengthening life skills,
although he has been very successful in terms of winning
games.

make him very unique.

Nick is extremely h a r d wo r k i n g and all of his life decisions have
bettered our family, while also enriching childrens’ lives.
I admire his charisma, sense of humor, positive outlook,
self-confidence, and his ability to relate well to people
regardless of their walk in life.
His universal language is kindness and genuine concern
for others, and people can sense that. When interacting
with children, Nick is very kind and engaging. He uses
their interests to help them understand things. He has a
way of cracking kids and adults that don’t seem to easily
connect well and he is very good with his students with
special needs. He also has a way of making the subject he
teaches (history) exciting for his students. His interest in
history stemmed from his experiences as a soldier in
Afghanistan.

Nick is talented at woodworking.
He is self-taught and we have even made things together for
our home such as our kitchen table. He’s great at designing
projects. He is also good at just about every sport and he
loves to do outside activities and play sports. Nick is looking
forward to playing with our future child and being able to
share experiences such as fishing and woodworking with
them. He is looking forward to reading them stories and
helping them with schoolwork, along with spending extra
family time during holiday breaks and summers. He’s an
educator and mentor at heart and I think that will be a
strength in fatherhood.

Our kitchen table that Nick designed and
we built.

A chess board that Nick made. He carved the chess pieces from a branch in
our yard.

ABOUT KELSEY
as told by Nick
There are many reasons why I love and admire
Kelsey.

Looking

back

on

our

ten

years

of

marriage, it is clear that being around her makes
me a better person. I would describe Kelsey’s

loving, compassionate,
genuine, honest, and dedicated.
personality as

From the very beginning of our relationship, we
were tested.

Our first year together was spent on other sides
of the world while I was at war. I wasn’t sure if
she would be willing to give our relationship a
try, given the stressful nature of our situation
and how young we were. Not only did she wait a
year for me to return, but Kelsey was our rock
and anchor through it all. I realized very quickly
that despite our age, the quality of partner I had
found in

Kelsey was special.

Kelsey has a unique ability to not only see the best in people but also realize their potential
and motivate them to reach it. After my enlistment in the Army, I was going through a hard
time. I was convinced that I wasn’t capable of going to college or doing anything else besides
the military. It was Kelsey who saw that I was capable of more. It was Kelsey who motivated
me to go to college, and it was Kelsey who realized that I had the qualities to be a teacher –
something I had never remotely considered or believed was possible. There is no doubt that
without her belief in me, I wouldn’t be the person I am today.

Another reason I love Kelsey is because of her
compassion and love for nature.
Kelsey has a big heart. In our first few years of
marriage, we rescued a cat. She was a stray who
was lost and clearly in need of a home. We
had no plans to own a cat and I wasn’t sure
at first, but Kelsey’s big heart for animals
prevailed. Looking back, we can’t imagine
our family without her! On numerous
occasions, we stop so Kelsey can rescue
turtles and other animals from the road. If we
pass a dog or cat on the street, Kelsey makes
sure we stop and get it home safely.

Perhaps the most relevant example of Kelsey’s
compassionate nature is her work for Afghan
allies that served the U.S. Kelsey works from
home, and last year after the U.S. withdrew
from Afghanistan, Kelsey began volunteering
her

time

to

coordinate

food

and

provide

resources for Afghans. She has been working
at this daily for the last year, and it is purely
out of the goodness of her heart.

I am excited to raise a child with
Kelsey because I know that she will
raise

them

with

the

same

compassion and love that she has
shown me. She will be a dedicated
and loyal mother. Kelsey will instill a
sense of pride and confidence in our
future child to reach their potential.
I have no doubt that she will see the
best in them, even if they can’t, and
nurture them to reach it.

NICK

(written by Nick)
I think friends would describe me as
personable and despite working
with kids I am really an introvert at
heart. I look forward to getting
home at the end of the day and just
taking it easy while spending time
with Kelsey. At home, I enjoy
playing with our dogs, cooking
dinners, building projects in my
woodshop, reading, and going
fishing as often as possible.

I absolutely love my job teaching, but being in the
classroom often leaves me starved for the
outdoors. By the end of the school day, I am
itching to get outside for soccer practice. After
spending so much time out in the field during the
Army, I told myself I would never go camping or
hiking again. But being in nature whether it be
fishing, hiking, camping, or backpacking makes
me feel at peace. The opportunity to share these
passions with our future child is something I
really look forward to.

All in all, I think people would describe
me as a simple, family-oriented person.
I try to serve others at my job and be a good role
model for the youth in our community.

KELSEY
(written by Kelsey)

My friends and family would likely
describe me as an honest, loyal, and
giving person. I really enjoy finding the
perfect gift for my family members and
surprising them. I’m almost always more
excited than the gift recipient and usually
try to get them to open gifts early.
I’m very organized and I try to stay
informed on issues not only locally, but
globally. I care about a lot of different
causes such as anti-human trafficking,
fair wages/working conditions for people
that produce our goods, and animal
welfare. I enjoy gardening and the
outdoors, and I try to be environmentally
conscious. In my free time, I enjoy
gardening, cooking, reading and writing,
and kayaking.

There was a time when a lot of my life story and
identity revolved around my soccer career. I
spent most of my life training for and playing
soccer as it was my ticket to affording college.
These days, I help run our Youth soccer Club and
attend games and events to support Nick and his
teams.
Growing up on a ranch with animals was a really
ideal childhood and I hope to pass on some of
that same love for the earth and for animals to our
child. Overall, I strive to focus on self-growth and
being a better version of myself. I feel I am
hardworking and something I am most proud of is
that I was a first-generation college graduate in
my family (my younger brother has also
graduated college now, which I am also very
proud of). My parents helped me to understand
the value of hard work and they have sacrificed to
give me a good life and good opportunities.

I aim to do the same for our future child.

KELSEY’S
My family includes my mom, dad, and brother. We are all very close-knit. My mom and dad live
on land and there are fun activities to do together, like fishing at our family cabin. My dad has
worked for a utility company for many years and is now retired and exploring other options. My
mom is a cosmetologist and loves giving back to others through her job. My dad will be the
grandfather that teaches our future child how to ride a horse and how to do things around the
ranch. Children always gravitate toward him. He will be dedicated to spending a lot of time with
our future child. He was a great father that sacrificed a lot to give his children opportunities.
I have no doubt he will be an amazing grandfather.

My mother is extremely kind and a nurturer at heart.
She will be the doting, comforting grandmother that
also spends a lot of quality time with her future
grandchild.

My brother is an agriculture teacher and lives an
hour away. We have him over to dinner at our house
when he is free and enjoy spending time with him.
We try to spend at least one weekend per month
with my parents and brother and his fiancé.

FAMILY
We are also especially close with my maternal grandparents and aunt. I lived with my
grandparents while I was finishing my associate’s degree and while Nick was deployed. We really
enjoy holidays, camping together, and last summer they helped us can food from our garden!

One thing we love about our extended family is that it is diverse!

I have two cousins who were adopted from Zambia,
Africa. One of my cousin’s wife is also Puerto Rican
and their two children are Zambian and Puerto Rican.
We recently visited my cousins in New York and they
typically visit Missouri each summer. We enjoy
learning about our families' different cultural aspects
and spending time with them.

NICK’S
My family includes my mom, sister, and grandma. We lost my dad in 2018. My mom was born in
Panama and moved to the U.S. when she was 16. She recently remarried and moved to Arizona. She
makes trips back to where we live several times per year and we recently took a trip to visit her and
her husband.

She is ready to be a grandma and to spoil our future child.

She has great taste, so we have no doubt her
grandchild will be fashionably dressed and
receive fun toys. She also enjoys cultural
activities like museums and sports events, so
there will surely be fun trips together in the
future.

FAMILY
My grandma is Panamanian but has lived and worked in the U.S. as a cosmetologist since the 1980s.
The culture, customs, and language of Panama are predominantly Caribbean Spanish, but my
family is also of Native Central American descent. My mom and grandma are fluent in Spanish. My
grandfather met and married my grandmother while serving in the military Panama Canal Zone.
Sadly, my grandfather died of cancer on the same day that I was born, so I never met him. My
family says that I look like my grandfather and that we have mannerisms in common. We enjoy
spending time with my Abuela (grandma) and she has called me her muchacho (young man) since
I was a little boy, although I’m not so little anymore. Abuela has taught us her famous Panamanian
empanada dish, although the “secret sauce’ was made in advance so we may not be able to make
it as perfectly as she does. Abuela has told us stories of her life growing up in Panama in a poor
farming family and her challenges as an immigrant in the United States. We admire her strength
and resilience. She is a great role model of hard work and character.

She is extremely excited to welcome our future child and says she’s
been praying for a blessing each time we visit her.
My sister lives in San Diego, California and
works as a graphic designer. She is a very
creative, funny, and artistic person. She
doesn’t get to visit very frequently, but
when she does we always have fun
together.

She is excited to be the
“fun aunt” to our future child.

FAMILY
TRADITIONS
For Christmas, we always spend time
at Kelsey’s parents and have a nice
family meal on Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day. We also usually do a
candlelight service at church on
Christmas Eve.
For the last few years, all of our
extended families have come to our
house for Thanksgiving and stayed
several days, which has been a lot of
fun! We play games as a family and
visit.

On Halloween, we usually get together at our
house and have an annual pumpkin carving contest
with Kelsey’s mom, dad, brother, and his fiancé.
We enjoy passing out candy in our neighborhood
on Halloween. Our neighborhood really gets into
the spirit of Halloween and puts up a ton of
decorations and even creates haunted houses for
the kids in their yards and garages.
For Easter, we go to Kelsey’s parents and extended family comes for the weekend. We go to
church and have a nice family meal on Easter Sunday. For our birthdays we usually celebrate by
going out to dinner somewhere and often there is a

followed by presents.

homemade dessert involved

We’ve had a lot of family time and parties over the years at Kelsey’s parent’s cabin where there is
a space to sit inside or outside and also a pond to fish. We typically spend as many summer
weekends at the cabin or at a river or lake. We also really enjoy having a family fish fry at Kelsey’s
grandparent’s house or her parents’ house in the summer.

OUR HOME &
COMMUNITY
We live in a three-bedroom, two-bathroom house in a subdivision. Our street has numerous
families with small children who all love to play together outside. We have a fenced-in backyard
with garden boxes, a fire pit, trees, and space to play.
Our community has an excellent Farmers Market with live music and free kids’ crafts and meals.
There is a train that kids can ride all year and during Christmas, there are pretty Christmas light
displays around the train track. There is plenty of local, fresh produce at the market and we like
supporting our local farmers and cooking as a family.

There are also several local outdoor parks, one with a water activity area when it’s hot in the
summer and another playground type of park. We have a local pool with slides and a lazy river.
There are several scenic walking trails, one is very close to our house. There is a trail around a river
and waterfalls in the area. We have a local indoor trampoline park and an indoor interactive
playground with obstacle courses, mazes, and a large slide that ends in a ball pit. There is a cute
and cozy place for families to canvas paint on the town square and several local places you can
paint ceramics together.

Our community has a vibrant
food truck culture and there are

food truck events at
park with live music in

fun

the
the

fall, spring and summer. There
are local community

art walk

events with food truck vendors.

OUR

We envision a future living in our current community, but that may change depending on future job
opportunities. We anticipate Nick earning a master’s degree and furthering his career path.
I plan to care for our child and to work from home doing my marketing business.
We would like to travel as a family and share fun experiences together.
Nick’s summer vacation as a teacher, holiday time off, and my ability to work remotely for my job
gives us an opportunity to travel during the summers. Ideally, we would like to homeschool our
child at least for the beginning, formative years to help them excel and get individualized
attention. We would find a homeschool program that meets in person so that they would get
socialization and build friendships. We would also seek adoption groups so that they can meet
other children who are adopted and share their experiences.

FUTURE
If we are blessed with the opportunity to raise your child, we will love and

nurture them. They will be raised with Christian ethics and morals, with a
focus on love and compassion for others. They will learn the value of hard

work and accountability . They will grow up in an environment where it is
okay to make mistakes, and learning from them is a guided process.

We will lovingly instill tolerance and compassion for
others. They will learn the importance of education,
literacy, and open-mindedness. We will encourage either a
college education or learning a trade or skill for their future
to help them have the tools to become successful. From
the very beginning, we will teach them to be proud of their
unique story and to be proud of who they are. We hope you
know how incredible, brave, and selfless you are for taking
the time to find the right family for your child.

We wish you the very best as you make this decision.

