AJ + Alyn

HELLO!
Let us introduce ourselves.

WE CAN’T
WAIT TO
KNOW
YOU
MORE.

We can’t imagine what you are facing right now, and we don’t know what you are feeling
as you read these words.
But, we do know that we’re so glad to get a chance to tell you about our family. We are
excited at the thought of getting to meet you! Before we tell you all about us, we want to
thank you.
Thank you for being so brave.
Thank you for choosing adoption.
Thank you for picking up our profile.
Thank you for giving us a chance.
Should you choose us, thank you for giving us the honor of raising your baby as part of
our family.

WI T H LOVE ,

Alyn + AJ

OUR HEART FOR

Adoption

We’re both from families with four
kids. We always thought we’d have
four kids. After our third child,
however, we realized the toll on
AJ’s body was too much. Given
we’d always talked about wanting
to adopt, we thought adoption
would be the way forward for
us. After we began considering
adoption, God made it very clear
to us that this is what he wanted
us to do. We are so excited to be
walking alongside you on this
journey!

WE ARE PRAYING FOR YOUR JOURNEY EVERYDAY...

OUR

Love Story
ACCORDING TO ALYN...
I’m from Scotland and AJ’s from Canada. We both met in
Toronto when I came out to study at a school where AJ
was one of the teachers. That’s right, I fell in love with my
teacher! After I graduated from school, I stayed in Canada to
do an internship and started pursuing AJ. We started dating
in February, I proposed in September, and we got married
in January! It may seem fast to some, but we knew that we
wanted to spend the rest of our lives together.

ACCORDING TO AJ...

Alyn planned a huge, elaborate proposal and totally surprised
me. I was really into the TV show Alias with Jennifer Garner.
Alyn created a treasure hunt based on this TV series and hid
clues (and a red rose!) at all the significant places to us as a
couple in Toronto. The day ended with a sunset dinner cruise
in the bay of Toronto where Alyn got down on one knee and
proposed with fireworks exploding over the city skyline.
We got married at my home church in Toronto. Alyn’s family
flew over from Scotland with about 30 of his friends. Most
of the men were wearing kilts! We had a beautiful ceremony,
but, because winter in Canada means outdoor temperatures
are below freezing (seriously snow and ice everywhere!), we
took our wedding photos at an indoor amusement park. For
the reception, we had a Scottish Ceilidh (pronounced Kaylee), which is a big dance with traditional highland dancing.
We honeymooned at Disney World! At Epcot our names are
engraved in the park honoring our honeymoon - every time
we go, we take the kids, find our names, and take photos with
them.

OUR LOVE IS
ROOTED IN OUR
LAUGHTER AND
TRUST.

GET
TO
KNOW

: AJ

GENEROUS / KIND / PASSIONATE / DEPENDABLE

I pray that my kids come to have a personal relationship with
Jesus and that they would walk through life following His will. I
pray that they will dream big as they grow older!

IN THE WORDS
OF HER HUSBAND
AJ is exceptionally patient. Incredibly
kind. Wonderfully trusting and extremely
generous. She is smart, fun, beautiful,
and a tremendous friend. People seek her
out for her wisdom. She’s a leader and
a very hard worker. She is a great gift
giver and has astonishing perseverance.
She doesn’t punish, she isn’t critical,
she’s very forgiving, and is a wonderful
communicator. She’s very brave and
utterly dependable.
AJ has always been deeply involved with
the kids at all stages of their development.
She would cuddle and nurse them when
they were babies. Would play with them
when they were infants. Would read to
them as toddlers. She taught all of them
how to cook as they got older. Because
she’s a pastor, AJ has been on call for all
the new moms in our church to help them
adjust to parenting and is super excited
to be a mom of a young ‘un once again!

A LOOK INTO
MY LIFE
Alyn and I are both pastors at a local
church. We are so thankful to work in an
environment that prioritizes family. We
are blessed to have a lot of say over our
working hours and are able to work from
home much of the time. Our church also
gives moms three months of maternity
leave. The church also has a staff child
care facility (much like a preschool) for
when the child is older.
I love to read. I love history and
researching things and finding places on
maps. I love to be outdoors, preferably
near some kind of water if possible. I
used to enjoy painting and drawing, but
in recent years, I have spent more time
making things beautiful using power
tools. I love building things for our home!
My current most creative outlet, however,
is cooking. I love to try new recipes and
teach others how to cook as well.
When I look back over my life, I realize I
have had the opportunity to do so many
amazing things. Still, the coolest and most
wonderful thing I have ever done is have
children. I am so excited to bring another
child into our home because I feel like
we have so much love to give and life to
offer as a family. I love being a mom, I
love watching my children grow into who
they are made to be, and I am excited
to love another child into the fullness of
their destiny.

GET
TO
KNOW

: Alyn

KIND / DILIGENT / INTENTIONAL / LOYAL

My greatest wish/prayer for my children is that they would have a
relationship like I do with God, a marriage like I do, and satisfaction
like I’ve had in life.

IN THE WORDS
OF HIS WIFE
Alyn is steadfast and wise beyond his
years. He is a very good listener, asks
great questions, and is patient. He is a
caring and hard working husband who
intentionally invests in me and our children. He is easy to talk to and very affectionate. He has a wonderful sense of
humor, and he is a lot of fun! Alyn is a
very gifted communicator and teacher,
and he is constantly looking to gain more
understanding and training. Alyn makes
me feel treasured and safe, just by being
himself. Our children all know they can
talk to him about anything.
Alyn is an amazing father. He is kind,
caring, and wise. He’s also a whole lot
of fun. Our kids love playing games with
him. Alyn really enjoys being a father and
loves thinking of little ways to bless our
kids or meet their needs as individuals.

A LOOK INTO
MY LIFE
I am a pastor in a local church. It’s
a fairly large church, and we have 16
pastors in total. AJ and I are two of the
senior leaders of the church, and we
help lead the church with our senior
pastors. Because of my position, I have
an incredibly flexible work schedule and
a church culture that loves families. Our
Senior Pastor forever tells us that our
priorities should be God, family, and
then work. Our church generously gives
fathers one month paternity leave.
I am a self professed computer nerd.
Before I became a pastor, I was in IT,
and my undergraduate and post-graduate
degrees are both in computing... Which
means I love toys! Laptops, TV’s, phones,
drones, electric cars - you name it. If it
runs some software, I will probably love
it. Most of my free time is spent playing
video games with the kids, video games
on my own, or editing videos of the kids.
I am most excited about becoming a
parent again because I firmly believe you
get better at parenting through practice!
The first time around, I didn’t have a clue
what I was doing. With the second kid I
was like, “Oh I remember this!” By the
third I was like, “I’m finally at peace!” We
have a very rich, rewarding life, and that
kind of life deserves to be shared. I am
excited about sharing it with a new child!

OUR KIDDOS

Abigail

Abigail is 14 years old.
She’s incredibly smart and
creative. She’s two years
ahead in math in school and
she also takes Latin! She is
musical and an incredible
artist. She plays the ukulele,
guitar, and piano (all self
taught) and has the voice of
an angel.

Tia

Tia is 12 years old. She is
also smart and is excelling
in school. She is about to
start middle school. She has
an incredibly sharp sense
of humor and loves reading.
She is also an artist and is
fascinated with dragons!

MJ

MJ is our 8 year old boy. He
loves video games (takes after
his dad!) and is very sweet
and kind. He has energy, is
incredibly fun, and is always
eager to share with you
everything he has learned.
He is very in touch with his
heart and can articulate how
he feels masterfully.

All three of our kids have had great questions about adopting. Initially, they didn’t
want to change our family, but when we pointed out that all the changes we’ve
gone through so far have benefited our family (i.e. each one of them!), they got
excited! Most of our conversations today with them are about what life will look
like with a new child, and they are all so excited!

WE LOVE

Time Together

We often do family movie nights on Friday nights
or Saturday afternoons. We
make time to take the kids
out on dates individually.
Abi loves the youth group at
our church. Tia and AJ love
reading together. Vacations
are an important part of our
year! We’ve taken the kids
to Disney several times, but
more recently we’ve gone
camping a lot. We have family
in Canada that the kids love
to visit. Our favorite family
trip so far was to explore
Israel for a few weeks two
years ago. We end each day
with a discussion of our
highs, lows, and unexpecteds
from the day - that’s a family
tradition that we love.
We love being in the great
outdoors, travel, great food,
and movies! We love good
food and are spoiled in the
city we live in with amazing
restaurants.
For
many
years, we traveled the world
together. We have a date
night each week where we
try out new restaurants. We
love movies and have similar
tastes. We are currently
planning on building a home
theatre in our basement
renovation, and we can’t tell
who is more excited about
having it finished, us or the
kids!

We value kindness, generosity, and laughter. At the start of each year, we all sit down and talk
about what we’d like to see happen in the coming year. We talk about who we’d like to bless as
a family. We set aside a portion of our income each month to give away because generosity is so
important to us. Everyday at family dinner time, we talk through our highs, lows, and unexpected
events of the day. And then we laugh. AJ has the most incredible laugh and Alyn has a wicked
smart sense of humor. Our kids have an even distribution of both of those things!

OUR FAMILY
We both come from big families. On my (Alyn) side of the family I have three sisters, Alison,
Charis, and Claire. Alison and Claire live back in Great Britain (one in Scotland and one in
England), and Charis lives here in the United States in North Carolina. I have many, many
nieces and nephews, ranging from 1 year old to 21 years old! Sadly, both of my parents passed
away a few years ago. They were wonderful grand-parents to all of our kids. Thankfully we
have many unofficial grandparents both here in Tennessee and in Canada.
On my (AJ) side of the family, I also have three siblings, one sister and two brothers. My
father passed away when I was nineteen years old, but my mother, Patricia, is still with us.
She is 85 years old but, you wouldn’t know it (her mother lived until she was 101, so there’s
plenty of gas in the tank!). All of my siblings still live in Canada. Susan and her husband Bob
have an 18 year old son called Christian. Evan never married but has a daughter (29) called
Marie. Scott has two sons, Teddy (18) and Jessie (16). My mom comes to visit us every year,
but I don’t tend to see my other family members unless we visit Canada. We see Alyn’s sister
and her family every year, either at Easter or Thanksgiving, and the cousins love it!

“OUR EXTENDED FAMILY IS
THE GREATEST SUPPORT AS
WE WALK THROUGH THIS NEW
JOURNEY. WE LOVE THEM!”

Our home is an all brick home with
plenty of space for everyone. We have
six bedrooms with five and a half bathrooms. The ground floor is where most
of the living space is. We have a very
large living room and kitchen that is all
open plan. Food is always being cooked,
served, or cleaned up in the kitchen!
There’s a pantry that is always stocked
with snacks and two large refrigerators
filled with food. We have a whole house
music system which is great for impromptu dance parties, but also serves
as an intercom system so we don’t have
to yell when dinner is ready! Upstairs is
where all of the kids’ bedrooms are and
the bonus room. The bonus room is another large living area that the kids have
dubbed as “their” living room.
The lowest floor is about 2,500 square
feet of unfinished space that we are in
the process of converting into an in-law
suite so that Grandma can come live
with us eventually. We also have plans
for a dedicated home-theatre and home
gym in the basement. The basement
door opens out into our garden. It has
a big lawn where the kids play. We also
have a deck that we use for grilling and
dining out. Below that we have an outdoor living area where we have a fire pit
and sofas for s’mores and stories.

Home and

Our home is part of a neighborhood
that is on the outskirts of our city, but
all our amenities are only 5-10 minutes
away. The neighborhood is zoned for
some of the best schools in our state
and has numerous walking trails, play
parks, its own tennis courts, and an
olympic swimming pool that our kids
love to be in all summer! Our neighborhood is one of the more culturally
diverse neighborhoods in our city with
Asian American, Indian American, and
African American representation in our
community.
The city we live in is a fairly wealthy
city with several international corporations that have their headquarters here.
As a result, we have lots of wonderful
restaurants, a thriving entertainment industry, and several world class universities. We take advantage of the many
great restaurants we have here!

Community

OUR FUTURE
Our most immediate plans are for a successful adoption. Our family loves being a
family, and we are excited about the joy that new life will bring to our crew! We are
also renovating our home basement to create more space for our family. Our main
goals are to set our kids up for success - help them finish school, find a great college,
support their future educational achievements, and set them up for a successful
adulthood.

EDUCATION
All of our children have attended public school. We have some of the best schools in
our state in our community, and we think it’s important that our kids grow up in a
larger context than just the church context. We’ve watched as each of our children
have learned to process the difference between what they’ve learned at home or at
church with what others have learned in their life. We think that learning to sort out
the differences is invaluable for a child as they grow and learn.

OUR FAITH
Our faith in God is the backbone of who we are as a family. We both had experience
with church as children, and neither of us liked it. In our own ways, we each met
Jesus and discovered that he’s the kindest person we’d ever met! We understood that
he was sent to show us the way back to God, His Father. That reality that those of
us who accept Jesus’ invitation to become part of God’s family motivated us to adopt
a child. We are raising children who love one another, are kind to others, and live
with generous and open hearts. All of that comes straight from the teaching and life
of Jesus.
We have a wonderful church community with an incredible children’s program that
is focussed on raising children with a knowledge of a loving God who loves everyone
just as they are.

PHOTO HERE

BEFORE YOU GO...
Let us express our gratitude.

Thank you for reading our family profile. We know ours won’t be the only one you
are reading, and our prayer for you is that peace will lead you to pick the family that
God has for your child. We, of course, would love it to be our family, but this is your
decision and we are praying for you at this time.
We admire your bravery and selflessness. You are so strong. We understand that
the choices that you face are not easy, but we are praying that God would grant you
clarity.
Thank you for taking the time to get to know our family better. We are so excited at
the thought of welcoming a new baby into our family - we have so much love to give!

WIT H T HA NKFU LNESS ,

Alyn + AJ

