hello,
We are Cody and Erica, and this is our story. Having children
has always been important to us, and we are excited about
this journey. We cannot wait for the next chapter of our lives
to begin by growing our family.
This book gives you the opportunity to take a look at our life,
friends, and family. We hope you’ll see our desire to provide
a loving, joyful, and caring home for our future children.

Cody & Erica

CODY & ERICA

THE DAY WE
GOT ENGAGED

about us
We met online and had our first date during the Christmas
season. As we continued to date we prioritized time

FIRST DATE

together despite working opposite schedules and living
45 minutes apart. We got engaged at a street festival in
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Erica’s hometown. Six months later we had a wonderful
wedding surrounded by family and friends. We’ve been
married almost two years now and are excited to grow our
family through adoption!

important to us
1.

Our relationships with God come first, our family comes
next, and everything else falls into place with the time we
have left. Church is a priority for us—whether in-person
pre-COVID or online at home currently.

2. Spending time together helps us maintain a strong
connection. Whether it’s mini dates for takeout, weekends
away, or a night in at home.

3. Everything else: we give our best in all we do, at work and
at home.

BE AT AN ESCAPE ROOM
ON OUR SECOND DATE

things we enjoy
doing together
1.

GAMES of all kinds: video games, escape rooms, board
games, card games.

2. All things WATER: waterparks, lakes, rivers, pools.
3. Getting LOCAL TAKEOUT for a park picnic and walk.
4.

COOKING, BAKING, GRILLING. We enjoy tag-teaming
meal planning and trying new recipes!

5. A COZY NIGHT on the couch streaming movies or shows.

CODY written by erica

GOOFING OFF
WITH SCOOBY DOO

Cody is strong, funny, and kind, and I’m so grateful he’s
my husband. He’s a constant and calming presence when
life gets crazy. He keeps me laughing with his silly jokes
and comments throughout the day. I can’t wait to see him
embrace a new role as a father and see his sense of humor
rub off on our little one.

TRAINING AT THE
FIRE ACADEMY

cody’s favorites
1.

MUSIC: writing music, playing guitar, talking about new
music with a friend.

2. LEARNING: currently learning Spanish, interested in
pursuing another degree in technology.

3. EXPLORING: restaurants, vacation spots, traveling.
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cody’s career

Cody has a bachelor’s degree in behavioral and health
science. He is a full-time POLICE OFFICER in a neighboring
town. He previously worked as an emergency services officer
at an international airport and has experience with dispatch,
fire, police, and medical emergency services.

ERICA written by cody
Erica is strong, detailed, and schedule-oriented. She is a
work-first, have-fun-later type of person. She looks at the
big picture and thinks about other people’s feelings before
making decisions. She takes care of managing all the money
in our house. She has a love of kids and I think she’ll be a
great mother and provide lots of structure for our child.

erica’s favorites
1.

PUZZLES: literal puzzles, large lego sets, assembling
furniture, organizing.

2. CREATING: cooking, painting, hand-lettering, crafting,
planning, photography.

3. FUN WITH FRIENDS: movies, swimming, hammocks at
the park, game nights, backyard grilling.
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erica’s career

Erica has a bachelor’s degree in digital media studies.
She works from home full time as a MARKETING
GRAPHIC DESIGNER specializing in technical design.
She enjoys organizing information in a way that helps
others understand it best, with a focus on email
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development and catalog design.
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house & neighborhood
We live in a NEW NEIGHBORHOOD in a suburb 30 minutes
outside of Nashville, TN. We bought our house and got
to watch it be built from the ground up. Our backyard is
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shaded in the afternoon, and we love grilling and eating
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dinner on our patio.
It was great moving in around the same time as our
neighbors. We were all new and got to know each other
at the same time. We are blessed to have AMAZING
NEIGHBORS and count them as friends. Our street is made
up of lots of young families and children who are always
looking for more friends.

friends
We have a SMALL, BUT VERY CLOSE GROUP OF FRIENDS.
We hang out as often as possible and love trying out new
restaurants and having game nights with our friends.
Most of Cody’s close friends work in the public service
field and they all met working in campus communications
during college. Cody’s best friend has a farm with horses,
goats, chickens, and ducks where our little one can
explore country life.
Erica’s closest friendships have been formed over a long
period of time. College roommate, co-worker turned best
friend through years of ups and downs, and even a kid
Erica used to babysit (she’s all grown up now and is like a
younger sister to Erica).
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cody’s family

Cody’s family lives about 45 minutes away from us. They’re
EXTREMELY CLOSE TO EACH OTHER AND SPEND LOTS OF
TIME TOGETHER. Cody’s family cannot wait to have another
little one in the family to spoil and spend time with. Cody has
an older sister with four boys (ages 6-20) who are ready for
another cousin to join the crew.
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erica’s family

Erica’s family lives a couple hours away in Kentucky, but
they are EXCITED TO VISIT AND BE VISITED OFTEN. Erica’s
parents are both retired teachers and can’t wait to be
first-time grandparents. Erica has an older brother who is
married and lives close to her parents.
We love celebrating holidays and birthdays at Erica’s
grandmother’s house with all the aunts, uncles, and cousins.
It’s a competition to see who gets to hold a new baby first
and calm any tears. Erica’s cousin adopted a sweet baby boy
(top-right) in 2017 to join the family.
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traditions
With COVID-19 many of our traditions are on hold this year,
but we look forward to continuing them in the years to come
and making new traditions as our family grows!

»VACATION: We love to travel & take a vacation each year.
»TRIFEST: A street festival in Erica’s hometown every April.
We even got engaged there!

»WATERPARK: We get season passes to our local waterpark
to beat the summer heat.

»VISITS TO FAMILY: Erica’s family lives about two hours
away and we love mini vacations to see them throughout
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the year.

»CHRISTMAS: We love spending the holidays with our
families. Cody smokes the turkey and ham, and Erica cooks
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all the sides and desserts.

day-to-day
»NEIGHBORHOOD WALKS: Getting some fresh air and taking a
break from being stuck inside during COVID-19 has been great.
It’s also given us a chance to get to know our neighbors more.

»LOCAL FOOD AT THE PARK: Supporting our local small
businesses, trying a new food, and getting outside all in one!

»GRILLING & SMOKING MEATS: Cody’s always trying a new
recipe or cut of meat on the grill.

»COOKING TOGETHER: We meal prep together every week.
»TV & MOVIES: After a long week we love a good, cozy streaming
night on the couch. PJs and blankets are a must!

»GAMES: We love to bond over cooperative and competitive
video games and board/card games.

A WEEK OF ME AL PREP

looking forward
FAITH: Our faith is important to us and we can’t wait for the day
when we can get back in church and hug all our friends. For now
church and learning at home are keeping us grounded. We will
raise our child in a Christian home and pray that they come to
have a personal relationship with Jesus.
FUN: There will always be giggles and play in our home. We
will create an environment where our child feels free to let
loose and be themselves.
FAMILY: Our little family and extended family are very important
to us. We want to give our child a sense of belonging, security,
and openness in our home.
LEARNING: More than just a classroom, learning is happening
constantly. We want our child to create, explore, ask all the
questions, and to help them grow.

thank you!
Thank you for considering our family for your little one!
We know this is a big decision and we pray that God will
give you the wisdom to choose the best family. No matter
your choice, we’re grateful for your bravery in the
journey you’re walking.
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